24-Hour Preludes

(Excerpts)

for solo piano



Program Note

The 24-Hour Piano Preludes were written, true to their name, within the span of 24
hours, from 9 a.m. on August 5, 2013 to 9 a.m. on August 6, 2013.

The rules were this: each prelude had to be started exactly at the beginning of each
hour and completed by the end of that hour. Before starting, I made two separate sets
of cards to draw from as I wrote the preludes. One listed the 24 major and minor keys,
and one listed random words (states of being, composer names, adjectives) from which

I could draw inspiration for each prelude.

As each new hour started, | picked one “key card” and one “inspiration card” at
random. Some allusion had to be made to the “key” (e.g., as a tonal center, or a
prominent chord) within each prelude. The title of each individual prelude names the
key card and inspiration card(s) drawn, as well as the hour during which the prelude
was composed.

Excerpts

4. [E Major| / [Earthquake] / noon
6. [FF Major| / [Waltz] / 2 p.m.
7.[Ab minor| / [Cowell] & [Blues|/ 3 p.m.
12.[B Major| / [Death]| / 8 p.m.
15. [G#/Ab major| / [Humoresque| & [Perfectionism| / 11 p.m.
17. [Db/C# minor| / [Winter| / 1 a.m.
18. [C Major]| / [Trying too hard] / 2 a.m.
22.[B Major| / [Call & Response| /6 a.m. (sunrise)
23. [A Major| / [Running| / 7 a.m.

Duration
ca. 12 minutes



24-Hour Preludes (Excerpts)

4. [E Major| / [Earthquake] / noon

Gradually sinking; J=ca. 80

for solo piano
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Slow blues; J=rca. 60

7. [Ab minor] / [Cowell] & [Blues]| / 3 p.m.
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12. [B major]| / [Death] / 8 p.m.
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18. [C major] / [Trying too hard] /2 a.m.
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Il & Reponse] / 6 a.m. (sunrise)
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23. [A Major| / [Running| / 7 a.m.
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