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FOR THE DAUGHTER
I MAY NEVER HAVE

Baritone & Piano
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FORTHE DAUGHTER I MAY NEVER HAVE

What can I say to you,

you who may never exist,

you who would have my eyes,

enjoy what | detest,

you who would eat tomatoes like apples,
love soccer and tennis,

and pick the olives out of your salad?

Tell me how, as if this were simple:

where to go for dinner and what to order.
Never mind how anyone decides anything
three days from an earthquake

and barely one mile from the fire;

I can hardly pick one dish,

let alone upend my life

for a girl who hates olives.

But wanting both lifetimes is not the same
as not wanting you, my dear,

who may or may not exist in the future,
you who would wrinkle our sheets,

sleep in, take large bowls of cereal

up to your room and forget

to bring them back down.

Tell me it’s selfish, choosing

airplanes and grand pianos

over you, my dear.

Tell me it’s selfish, you who would

inherit his teeth, smash glass on the stairs,
spit out words you'd regret,

and call me by my first name.

Sure, I would love you through broken glass,
names, teeth, and regret. But I am as certain
that I may not get the chance,

may refuse to lend you my ribcage

or say your name out loud.



(text, continued)

Teach me how to swallow a fate
defined by the absence of you.

Teach me what I would become,
who you would be, if I were your

tell me who I am. Give me

a lifetime to decide. Give me the life
I've chosen for both of us,

then forgive me and give me another.

Dale Trumbore

PROGRAM NOTE
For the Daughter [ May Never Have was commissioned by the Pennsylvania State University Glee Club,
Dr. Christopher Kiver, Conductor. This commission was made possible in part by a Faculty Research

Grant from the Penn State College of Arts and Architecture.

The 2023 art-song arrangement of this work is dedicated to mezzo-soprano Mairin Srygley.

PERFORMANCE NOTE

When two or more notes are marked in the vocal line, either choice is equally desirable. Stick with
that higher or lower choice for the entire phrase.

© Dale Trumbore 2022, arr. 2023



The choral version of this piece was commissioned for the Pennsylvania State University Glee Club, Dr. Christopher Kiver, Conductor,
and made possible in part by a Faculty Research Grant from the Penn State College of Arts and Architecture.
The 2023 art-song arrangement of this work is dedicated to mezzo-soprano Mairin Srygley:

For the Daughter | May Never Have

Baritone & Piano
Dale Trumbore

Gently, with rubato throughout; < =ca. 88

mp - —3— 1
~ b ID "i I I s —[i } I 1T ! i } 1 = } } I ! 1
What can | say_ to you, you__ who may
Gently, with rubato throughout; +=ca.88
() | ; o ; ; P ; ; o ; ; L ; |
. e ——J———— S —— " J—R—— S —— " ——-——" R —— e
e e P e e oo o
i i i i i i i T T
S T [, R —
9 I |[7 I/ L I L I L I L L I L I L L
g\ b & I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 4 I I I 4
L I I | I | I I I I I I I I I I I I I

6 —_—  m
IFB:I‘Q:EI = T '_’3/?‘ i 3 j r- e ]
Y-~ £y [y & w £ F [ e 3 ° [l = e | r

1 ‘ \ I } } \ ‘ I } ] ] I L 1
nev - er ex - ist, you who would have my eyes, en - joy what de- test,

6

H 1 P F) o | | l_3_‘| |

fo——@o—F—+— >3 :
Gt SEe==—=t_ S = == ————
O P — ‘ T ——— I v; 4
m,

0 1 o b#: A
AL \ i \ ‘ \ i } i \ i \ — ] 7 — ya
[ Fan W) I I I I I I | I } ‘\ } } Z lhl’ Y I @
Tk - v < & - - - & -+ < » :

~ \_/
m,

0 p — f P
W:b":l?'—ﬂ—fa?—f—. > e i be - r—

. = L7 1/ 117 I Y = < 17 |
Z 1 I —— I D) 1 I I I &0 14 | 4 I 1/ I P VA 14 |
vV I 'V | | } I I = I ! Y I = 1
I N N
you who would eat to - ma - toes like ap - ples, love  soc - cer and ten - nis, and

10

H 1 |
IIL Ihr)l - 1 /i‘ O Py 1
[ Fan W) 129 129.>4 ~ b e
ANSY4 A b [2) e 12)

o \ \ < ! !

AL y 4 <7_Lf P<mf
o D + + + +
V AN I I ? 2 I I
[ a0 N/ I I I I I I P I I
VYV I I ] I L g B
o & = " - ¥ = iz - 1

© Dale Trumbore 2022, arr. 2023 | daletrumbore.com



and

L —3—

mp

as

L—3—

>
din - ner

for

Vg 2

how,

to go

£~
me

f
>

Tell

VA
IV
where
®

2

L/3/J

For the Daughter I May Never Have

 —
 —

sa - lad?__

¥/

I 3

sim - ple:

be

Z 1h

33—

of your

this

—

it were

-

.I)‘P' il

VN

be

pick the o-lives out
P

Do

if

O

bo

yJ
J CAmy)

7

13
17
17

P A
(&~
(&~
)

I 1
\
three days_ from an
b=
mf
rebe o
= ]
\'/ 1
I can hard - ly
bz
———

| &]||616<
H o nunl A R v | IMJ MN _ 9_
=) b Tl
T S oy ATHATH AN
a
u = NN %]..b
H Ll

 —

I I
a-ny-one de-cides
2
’-’i
fr——T"
D)
7
L= N
=
3
i s s
S
—_—
3
F-T I I I

rp

& 3
Q
J
I/
= 3
Q
J
» /4
& 3
=
VA |
b 3 I
I
fire,
Q
J
I/
& 3

b 3
Nev-er-mind how
|
45
J/
3
mf b
%
y /N
X ho
PO°
b
0
33—
I I I o
\ — o
mile from the
I I I \’I
|
3
‘ —3
f T ravi/s
.ﬁ Ei:;[,,

_I [ YR o
il e Mle
NP =
. | ¢
Ne)
t o) urm
ol o

Y
to ord-er,
- > b
I
I
bo - ey
’3(\4 2
T The
I | L
129
be
mf
)
V.4 1
[ £ XY
YOV
b &

o
~
N (Y] MHH S A
o §vi Il
= I b W £ "
= Il & ot L)
s | S 1
~ o~ )ID ~ Ry )IV
N \ LS N e den
S o S SN N




-

But

~_

e

—3—
7

%

7

Y
o-lives.
¥ T

&3

/1

——3—

girl who hates

4 (1Y
L\

O

=%
[ )
A~
4

for a

—3—

For the Daughter I May Never Have
P

lone up-end my life

i

let a

—3—

Yoo

b

pick one dish,

31
| {ar W1

Y 4N

&\ L) AN
o g ] A N m,,
T || 2
ﬁ 1 2 I
\ a2
av m” lolle .P\H g
D“‘ 1 -
4 fatiin Yl 90
2 ]| 2 4N Al 2
o Y n N
-~ -~
M B : - N
-l ™ B V IMW\\ S _IW
E= | ol W%
saa - Q ﬁ E
B il 2 ofe »4l| 5
& el F ||
\D’ LIl N
© Jv ™NOP
HICY 9
= m g bt
wu [ }aNg um In\\\ hm uf
[aton ~ QV 4 R ol T
° o
mw - 2 il il
111 \\wl\nd
2 V QLY | TN
oo
uH L o ol
i s
= T IS
I il g o9 i
NS T QL wal g B9
\ i
ok | m J,
[ 4 ™
H\ ¥ €« m,. [l
] N
o YN " W
q] = |l
Vi m_ __oAH _\ i
- )
= o
ol¢ AL s kS 06 il L ele
(") = =] (
I N ~ o ~ o o
WWhv ARSS Imhv ARSS wwb N wwb
N ,ﬁ TN F M SN @™

/!

of ce-re-al

large bowls

12
v

5
I/
ANALS ]

1

[ £

take

in

be

sleep

FAZDY
AV

wrin-kle our sheets,

who would
]
s —

you

PO

(D" D ho
0
V4

)




For the Daughter I May Never Have

sub.

choos-ing

self -ish

it's

Tell me

to bring them back down.

up to your roomand for - get__

(7Y
A1

% b

sub.
P
L

L7 O

g “H V
&

—_— mf

I
/0 —|

mp

be

>4

v

ATIrL e =4

=)

A2

[ S /P

P 4

[ fan W) 2N /)

S
bﬁ'

be b

3
e
i

—
be

3

=

my.

my dear,

you

0 - ver

and grand pian - 0s

air - planes_

[
I
oo
lmhv
TNOP
Silll
N
R ™
I
AN
| 3501
N
| TN
o
_
Y )
\ el
fea _\\
o —
ﬁ\ 0
InvLV Imhv
N~
fea
Q] 0|
A
Iy
Y &
| N | N
Imhv Imhv
AN NE

Py bf‘ :\3.\|'

58

101

who would in -

self - ish, you__

it's

Tell me

dear.

@R
) [numt AN
m NO®
Ei.N
-
NI
w aul ..r.___.
[ YRR
—
-~
8T olp
H;GAJ
il
s e
™NOP
|D|D
T
Qs
N VMD
2L ~N

=]
=
<
o
~ m\
o 0
TN &2 | oflel!
[~ an N
- ' IDIV
o (3
=
=
o
>
3
8
2
| &w\\ Al
1 = O ]
N 2 A#‘
Y il m F\H Y | YR
1~
A.V\ m, 17
(NN -
~ »
[} ) .
< h [ ]
A.P\ L)
®e g p
sl 5 S |y
=
Y| &
o oo
= uh'v
m @H e
S 2
™ X
Az Al o
- hy i\
N LN
-~ o~
1 BN Hi.N
. NG NG




For the Daughter I May Never Have

67

D]
[ )
1 /|
=%

1/

v

love you through

would

S S

I

Sure,

first__ name.

by my

me_____

call

ba-

—mf————| p

67
0
A
| Fan Nl ]

17 (1Y
y W=

2 2 rrle ey

b7

A

v

L 3—1 =

re-

and_

teeth,

names,

through_

bro-ken glass,

it ot
P
-
RS pin
LDTUV N _l .M-ul
AUIMWv
N mm\\\
+
1) B
[ Y »
@ |ln
C T i
Fivi gy -
LY CYNH
oy
%
iy
Nl_.
o | (L
)
| e
LX
[
) RERE: ==
Q|
A v
n
s
e A
Op
LA
X,
A N T
N
N P T
Y S
N ~
HI.N N
& ™

76

|7/ —

/)
L 3

the

get___

I may nev-er

that

cer - tain__

as

am___

But

gret,

it mun)
A
Lk
 'n
[l p N
ml TR
[/l
i
g \4?
At aten)
NO®
“TAQL
A
VI
s .v\pmf efe
] fea
) ﬁ
[ ~e
u
Al .-
Y
IDMW —t
SN

mp

‘£ 7

80

be

33—
T 1
|

I —

out

or say your name

to lend you my  rib__ cage.

fuse_

(5

may

chance,

=3

r

"~

N
.v@ R
e
NN
m..:/ \\HUT
[1®
Ei.N
I8
= |l
\
-ﬂ
e Y
Al
sy
B =
s
Ay |
o~ ~
e e
2NO» NEp




For the Daughter I May Never Have
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